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ENG 101 Academic Reading: Imaginary Cities 
 

URBAN OBSERVATION REPORT 
Due: In class Monday, Oct 27 
 
 
ASSIGNMENT 
 

1.) Visit a public area in Ankara and spend around 30-60 minutes observing the space, 
the people who use it, and their patterns of movement and use. Consider factors 
such as age, gender, social behaviors, and time of day. Take detailed notes. Create a 
map of the space. Attach this map (but not your notes) to your report.  

 
2.) In a 1-2 page report, describe your observations according to Whyte’s criteria from 

The Social Life of Small Urban Spaces: 
 

¨ Sittable Space 
¨ Access to Street 
¨ Sun 
¨ Food 
¨ Water 
¨ Trees 
¨ Triangulation 
¨ + One more criteria of your choice. In your report, explain why you chose it. 

 
3.) In the last paragraph of your report, answer the questions: Would Whyte consider 

this a successful or unsuccessful public space? Why or why not? Would you agree 
with him? Why or why not? 

 
GUIDELINES 
 
The written components should be typed and double-spaced, Times 12 font, with 2.54 cm 
margins. Please write your name, course, and assignment in the upper left hand corner. 
 
CRITERIA 
 
A successful Urban Observation Report will demonstrate effort, comprehension of Whyte’s 
methods and analysis, and adherence to format guidelines.  
 
This assignment will be graded as: 

ü+  (exceeds expectations) 
ü    (meets expectations) 
ü-   (below expectations) 
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ESSAY 1: FIELD RESEARCH 
Due: In class Thursday, Nov 6 
 
 
This task is an essential part of the Essay 1 Assignment Sequence, and will help prepare you 
for writing your essay by collecting necessary background research. 
 
 For this task, you should employ a combination of research methods: 

P   Mental Maps (the method used for the “Perception Map” assignment) 
P   Observation (the method used for the “Urban Observation” assignment) 
P   Semi-Structured Interviews (explained below) 

 
You are welcome to conduct this task with a partner or in small groups. However, you 
must write your own report individually.  
 
ASSIGNMENT 
 
Over 1-2 pages, collect information (either through direct observation or through 
interviewing long-term Ankara residents, and including mental maps) to answer the 
following questions: 
 

¨ Are there public spaces in Ankara where people of diverse ethnicities, socio-
economic backgrounds, professions, ages and genders mix freely? Are there public 
spaces where they do not? (per Whyte, Davis)  

 
¨ Is there a homeless population in Ankara? If so, where do they live? How are they 

treated?  
 

¨ Are any public spaces designed with deterrents (per Davis) for the homeless or the 
very poor? 

 
¨ Are there public toilets? Where? Who may/may not use them?  

 
¨ Are there any “fortified enclaves” (per Caldeira) in Ankara?  

 
¨ Are there any ghettos or slums?  

 
¨ Are there neighborhoods/areas considered dangerous for outsiders to enter? 

 
¨ Are there neighborhoods/areas considered dangerous for women (per Darke) to 

enter? 
 

¨ Are there places or establishments where members of a certain gender or economic 
class would not be welcome?  

 
¨ Are there establishments where women are a kind of commodity? (per Darke) 
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¨ Who uses public transportation? What type (metro, bus, on foot), why, and for what 
purpose? (per Foran) 

 
¨ Who uses public parks, and for what purpose? Where do children tend to play? And 

does this differ by gender? (per Foran) 
 
 
SEMI-STRUCTURED INTERVIEWS 
 
The semi-structured interview is a qualitative research technique often employed by 
anthropologists, cultural geographers, and other social scientists. Semi-structured interviews 
begin with a framework of general questions or topics, but remain flexible, allowing new 
questions or topics to be explored during the interview.  Although audio recording the 
interview is often preferred, you may also take notes by hand. Be sure to take your 
interviewee’s permission before recording, and explain the purpose of your research.  
 
You may interview anyone who feels they know Ankara well as a city--students, professors, 
family members, or strangers—but I strongly advise a diverse mix of ages, genders, and 
professions, as this will provide you with more well-rounded information. The questions I’ve 
given you above may be used as the spine of your semi-structured interview. 
 
For more information about semi-structured interviews, please visit this page by Open 
University: http://www2.open.ac.uk/students/skillsforstudy/conducting-an-interview.php 
 
GUIDELINES 
 
The written component should be typed and double-spaced, Times 12 font, with 2.54 cm 
margins. Please write your name, course, and assignment in the upper left hand corner. 
 
CRITERIA 
 
A successful Field Research Report will demonstrate effort, critical thinking, and application 
of the principles we discussed in the articles by Davis, Caldeira, Darke, and Foran.  
 
This assignment will be graded as: 

ü+  (exceeds expectations) 
ü    (meets expectations) 
ü-   (below expectations) 
 

 
As always, if you have any questions about the assignment or difficulties with completing it, 
please email me (aewatts@ipek.edu.tr) or visit my office in room 104.  
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ESSAY 1: SECOND DRAFT 
Due: in class on Thursday, November 20.  

 

 

This is the second draft of Essay 1, which I will review and give you feedback on.  

 

ASSIGNMENT 

 

Use your Peer Workshop feedback to improve and develop your essay. If you wish to focus your 

argument on one or two lenses – a ‘fortress city,’ a ‘man-shaped city,’ or a ‘city of fortified 

enclaves,’ you may do so.  However, you are expected to support your position with the 

information collected in your Essay 1: Field Research Report and with relevant and integrated cited 
references (direct quotations, summaries, and paraphrases) from the article(s).   

 

 

CRITERIA 

 

This draft continues the Essay 1 Assignment Sequence, and is intended to build on the work of your 

First Draft. For Essay 1: Second Draft, I want you to focus on making sure your argument is 

organized, logical, and very well supported by evidence from your Field Research and your cited 

articles. I also want to see that you understand the sources you are using—as illustrated through 

your analysis of the sources and commentary on them--and by clearly them to your argument.   

 

In addition to the criteria outlined in Essay 1: First Draft, this draft should:  

 

¨ Present an argument with a progression of ideas that is logical, balanced, meaningful, and 

very well supported.  

¨ Makes relevant and thoughtful use of sources 

¨ Has very well-structured and well-linked paragraphs that have one main idea and strong 

support for that main idea 

¨ Is correctly formatted per APA and assignment guidelines 

¨ Show significant improvement based on Peer Workshop feedback 

 

 

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS 

 

This second draft will be graded, and you will have the chance to revise it with my feedback.  

 

It MUST include the following components: 

¨ Essay 1 Field Research 

¨ Essay 1 Brainstorm Worksheet  

¨ Essay 1 Peer Workshop Checklists   
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¨ Essay 1 Draft 1 (ORIGINAL) 

¨ Essay 1 Reverse Outline Worksheet 

¨ Essay 1 Self-Reflection 

¨ Peer Workshop Assessment 

 

All of these components MUST be handed in with your Essay 1 Second Draft.  Second Drafts 
without these components will not be marked.  
 

 

GUIDELINES 

 

¨ Length: 750-1000 words. 

¨ Format:  typed and double-spaced, Times 12 font, with 2.54 cm margins.  

¨ Please write your name, course, assignment, and Peer Workshop members in the upper 

left hand corner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

 

Plagiarism is the use of another person’s ideas, viewpoints, findings or works in a paper, project, 

report, and presenting them as your own or without proper acknowledgment of the source. Any 
idea or information that did not come from you must be credited to the original source. Failing to 
do so is a violation of the Code of Academic Integrity.   
 

You are responsible for not plagiarizing and will be held accountable if you do. If any part of your 
essay is copied from another student or written by or with someone else, you will receive an ‘F.’ 
Disciplinary action may also be taken. 
 

 

As always, if you have any questions about the assignment, about how to correctly follow Academic 

Integrity, or would like to request a tutorial session, please email me (aewatts@ipek.edu.tr) or visit 

my office in room 104.  



	

ENG 101 Academic Reading: Imaginary Cities 
 

ESSAY 1: Self-Reflection 2 
Due: with Essay 1: Final Draft.  
 
Please answer the following questions in a brief, typed response (any length is fine): 
 

¨ What did you change or improve between the Second and Final drafts? 

¨ Which of my suggestions were helpful for you? 

¨ Which of my suggestions were not so helpful? 

¨ What do you think you’ve done well in this Final Draft?  

¨ What do you think you could have done better?   

¨ Please share at least one goal you have for your writing that you hope to accomplish in ENG 

102: Academic Writing. 

¨ Is there anything you think I should know about? 

 

Be sure to attach this reflection with your Essay 1 Final Draft. 

 


